
 

The Manual of Letters is a series of textbooks in multiple languages that presents standardized scripts for use in classical
orthography. The script was devised in Spain in the mid-eighteenth century by Francisco de la Peña and José Ignacio García de
la Serna to aid literacy among the population of Spain. Its adoption became mandatory for all schools in Spain with the passing
of the Estatuto Real (Real Estates Statute) with regard to 1765, which required all children up to age fourteen to learn reading
and writing. It is currently published with e i x, which also publishes Spanish orthographies. It is also published with various
other companies that offer translations into other languages. In 1747, when Spain underwent a reform in orthography from the
Spanish Real Academia Española (Spanish Royal Academy) to incorporate the changes in pronunciation from Liberal
movement, Francisco Javier de la Peña and José Ignacio García de la Serna wrote a set of textbooks to be used for teaching
reading and writing in all schools across Spain. The manuals were assembled by a group of influential members in Madrid. One
year after the end of the New Laws in 1752, a Royal Statute prescribed that "all children up to fourteen years old will be able to
read and write" which was taken up by the Real Estado (Royal Estates). There was a need for a method to teach students how to
read and write, which had been disrupted since the expulsion of the Council of Trent in 1563. The Royal Academy attempted to
find a solution but had no success. Francisco de la Peña was an influential member of the Academy who supported the
introduction of new orthography, despite not being directly involved in its creation. He left his post at University of Alcalá in
1752 to become headmaster at the Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura (Technical School of Architecture) in Madrid. By
1758, he had accepted the offer to become the first director of the Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando (Royal
Academy of Fine Arts of Saint Ferdinand). Garcia de la Serna was born in Madrid in 1720. He earned his degree in canon law
and received his doctorate in theology at the Seminary of Toledo. He joined the Spanish Royal Academy as a lexicographer
where he worked for thirty years until his death. He wrote various dictionaries, grammars, and manuals on classical orthography.
Garcia de la Serna is best known for formulating the classical orthography of contemporary Spanish. Both de la Peña and Garcia
de la Serna were heavily involved in the Cádiz Congress of 1793 where they both helped revamp the orthography of Spanish. La
Peña is often credited with creating the new orthography, but in fact both de la Peña and Garcia de la Serna collaborated on his
concept. The new orthography encouraged simplicity, which was considered more grammatically correct than previous forms.
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